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NOMINATION FORM

CIAM AERO MODELING SCHOLARSHIP
(for applicants from the age of 16 up to the age of 21 in the year of nomination)

From NAC : ACADEMY OF MODEL AERONAUTICS Date : 11/23/2022

Address : 5161 E MEMORIAL DR., MUNCIE, IN 47302 Country : United States

Email address: competition@modelaircraft.org

Name of Nominee : Skylar Joe Donnelly Date of birth: 08/05/2005

Address : 3037 West Marconi Avenue
Phoenix, AZ  85253
Email address: Skydonnelly05@gmail.com

Scholastic Accomplishments and Educational Plans (please list & continue on a separate sheet if necessary):

School has never been my strong suit, but I've always enjoyed it and with that good grades haven't always come
easily to me, but I always worked my utmost and received the advantages, always ending with all As and Bs.

I plan to attend college at Arizona State University with a major in Criminology and Criminal Justice / Forensic
Science. I more specifically want to become a Crime Scene Investigator. I ensure this scholarship will help me
immensely with the pressures of college. Although I plan on maintaining a job during my years of college, I hope that
It will lessen the weight of work so I can focus more on my academics.

My aero modeling experience has helped teach me time management, and determination. It has taught me the
balance of academics, work, and an extracurricular activity. It has also given me another sense of community and
sociality .

Aero modeling Achievements up to the age of 21 (for example World or Continental Championships, National Championships, World
Cups, Records, Technical Innovations. In the case of competitions, include the name, date, and location of each competition, the class and
the position achieved.) (Please list & continue on a separate sheet if necessary.)

I went to the Junior world championships in Pleven, Bulgaria and was titled Female World Champion for F1B. I have
also set some records.

Personal Statement: What role did Aero modeling play in your life and what are your aspirations for the future? (One page to be
written in the Nominee’s own hand and attached to this form. If written in a language other than English, then please attach a typed
translation as well as the hand-written original.)

NAC Signature :

President or Secretary General of nominating FAI National Air sport Control

(must be submitted to the FAI Office by November 15)

mailto:Skydonnelly05@gmail.com


Skylar Donnelly

Skydonnelly05@gmail.com

School

Throughout your many years of school that seem to feel never ending, you can learn a

lot about yourself. You will meet individuals that may be in your life for a short amount of time or

may be in your life forever. You will have the chance to meet notable teachers that may

influence your life and others you wish you didn't have. As a child I loved going to school, it was

never my strong suit, I was never the smartest kid, but I wanted to be so bad. There were only

two teachers in my 12 years of school that pushed me and believed in me to be better, to be

smarter, to help me find that love for school I once had.

Mr. Alex De La Cruz was my English teacher for both my 7th and 8th grade years. Each

quarter we had to recite two poems to work on our public speaking. Everytime it was my turn to

go up there and recite my poem, no matter how much I studied it or knew it, my mind always

blanked. The second i saw all my peers staring at me, my body froze, my voice became shaky,

tears began to flood from my eyes, i began to sweat profusely, i felt sick. Instead of

embarrassing me even more like most of my teachers in the past when things like that would

happen, he would tell me to go sit down at my desk or in the hallway and take deep breaths,

count to three, grab some water, and that we would work on it later. That he did, after school or

during lunch, we would sit in his class room or stand in the after school line and he would have

me recite the poem over and over again, and would give me tips on public speaking to help me

feel confident, and soon i no longer felt that rush of anxiety when i was at the front of the class.

He also helped me find a love for reading. I was always that kid in the class that complained

about having to read a book when it came to that time, and one time he had offered to us that

we could read one of our personal books as a class. Enough of the kids complained, i being one

of them, Mr. De La Cruz got so mad at us including a lecture and we had to read the book on

our own. Which was sort of a blessing. The book was The House of the Scorpion and I loved it

so much I read it all in one night, and read it once more before it was due. I hated reading



because I thought it was boring and a waste of time. After we read books we would have group

discussions on what we thought, he noticed my interest in the book and got so excited for me,

seeing this new found excitement and interest I had in reading and understanding the literature.

After that he would recommend books to me and we would have discussions about them after i

read them. He was a goofy teacher, that made learning fun, and you could tell with his whole

being how much of a passion he had for teaching.

Mrs. Simon was my History teacher for both my 7th and 8th grade years as well. As I

stated above with school not necessarily being my thing, I was so insecure in the work I handed

in and was never the kid that raised a hand to answer questions. History was for sure my best

subject in middle school and I was very knowledgeable on the subject. So I always got good

grades but also in saying that anything less than an A was never good enough. Mrs. Simon

would try so hard to make me feel comfortable and confident around her. She was always very

encouraging and when there were times I struggled, especially with tests which i was terrible at,

she would offer me to come earlier in the mornings, during lunch, and after school to help. She

would also encourage me to raise my hand and answer questions or if she knew I knew the

answer she would call on me even if i didn't have my hand raised. She always had the most

excitement for me when I would do good on anything and that made me feel really good.

The amount of effort these two teachers put into me and wanting to not only make me a

better student, but a better person, I will take with me for the rest of my life.

Sports

I started competitive gymnastics when I was four years old, admiring the older girls who I

wished so much to be. It was my passion for eight and a half years, and I loved it more than

anything in the world. Knowing that every second I spent on my events was a financial sacrifice

for my family, I treasured every second I had. The hours I spent there each week, the bruises,

the injuries, and the metals I brought home with me taught me patience, determination, and time

management. The gym was my home, my safe space. I did it for four hours, 5 days a week, and



sometimes we would even have to come in on the weekends for conditioning days or our

competitions. It was never something I ever believed I would let go of, I had a whole plan

growing up. I was going to go to the Olympics,then retire and become a coach so I could teach

other little girls what I loved to do.  Although it was the toughest thing I've ever had to let go, it

was the best decision for me.

During my time after I quit gymnastics I took up flying model airplanes with my dad. It

was something my dad did with my grandpa and so then I did it with mine and means so much

to my family. Although I have  only been doing it for a few years, In return it's given me some

amazing opportunities. One being the opportunity to travel to Bulgaria to fly on the Junior U.S.

Team. In which all of us juniors did amazing, and I was titled Female World Champion for F1B.

Future

I currently am working at Walmart and have been working there for the past 11.5

months. It definitely isn't my forever job but it's been a good first job and has taught me alot, not

only about people but working in the real world. I want to attend college at Arizona State

University and major in Criminology/ Criminal Justice/ Forensic Science. I more specifically want

to become a Crime Scene Investigator and am so excited to go to college and learn. As the past

has shaped me into the person I am today, I can't wait to see what's ahead for me and how I will

grow as a person.




















