Bidding Checklist

	Event Title 

& 

Sub-Title
	49th COUPE AERONAUTIQUE GORDON BENNETT

	Event location
	ALBUQUERQUE, NM, USA

	Event dates
	September 29th – October 8th, 2005

	
	

	Document submitted by:
	Mark SULLIVAN

	Document submitted to:
	FAI/CIA

	Document submitted on:
	December 2004

	CIA PROCEDURES
	

	FAI Sub-class
	AA 

	FAI Event Category
	

	
	Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

	
	 

	
	

	
	

	Organising NAC
	 National Aeronautics association

1815 Fort Myer Drive, Suite 500, Arlington, VA 22209

703-527-0226 (Voice) 703-527-0229 (Fax)
naa@naa-usa.org

	Federation
	Balloon Federation of America
PO Box 400, Indianola, IA  505125

515 961 8809, 515 961 3537 (fax)

Bfa office@crosspaths.net
Gas Division of Balloon Federation of America

Richard Abbruzzo

6620 Paddington NE , Albuquerque, NM  87111

505 856-6419 ext. 912, 505 856-6335 (fax), 505 379 1200 (cell)

groms@sandiapeak.com

	Organising NAC’s CIA delegate
	 Mark Sullivan

2137 Carlisle Blvd. NE ,Albuquerque, NM  87110

505 256 3808  (work) 505 828 2887  (fax) 505 280 1450  (cell)

marksullivan@gasballooning.org

	NAC letter of approval
	 YES

	Event Logo submitted & approved
	 TBA

	FAI authority shown
	Rules, logo, official documents TBA

	FAI Organiser Agreement signed
	Place and date:

	CIA sanction fee
	amount:  CHF 1 000

	CIA sanction fee paid 
	date:

	CIA event deposit  paid
	Date

	CIA event deposit  returned
	Date

	Event Rules received
	date:

	Courtesy Invitations received
	date:

	Event Personnel approved
	date:

	CIA sanction approved
	date:

	CIA Event Adviser
	


Remarks :

Event Master Schedule

Pilot Registration:

Thursday 
September 29, 2005

0900-1600 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

Friday

September 30, 2005

0900-1400 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

General Briefing:

Friday

September 30, 2005

1500-1630 hrs
To Be Determined

Pilot/Media Welcome Party:

Friday

September 30, 2005

1700-1900 hrs
Hilton Albuquerque

Preflight Briefing:

Saturday
October 1, 2005



1200-1300 hrs
To be determined

Inflation:

Saturday
October 1, 2005



1300-1800 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

Launch Window Opens*:

Saturday
October 1, 2005



1830 hrs

Balloon Fiesta Park

Awards Banquet:

Saturday
October 8, 2005



1800-2100 hrs
Hilton Albuquerque

Social Events

We will start the Social Events with the Media/Welcome Gas Pilots on Friday September 30, 2005 immediately following the General Briefing. This Party is hosted by the Hilton Albuquerque and Albuquerque Visitors and Convention Bureau.  

The Gas Banquet will be a special party hosted again by the Hilton Albuquerque.  The Awards Banquet is a black tie event that will make the pilots, crew and officials feel very special to have been part of the Gordon Bennett.  

	ORGANISATION DETAILS
	

	Organising Body
	Events Committee, AIBF

Mark Sullivan, Chairperson

	Organiser’s previous event organisation experience
	·  Since 1993 the Balloon Fiesta has hosted the following gas

· ballooning events:

1993 37th Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

1994 8th World Gas Balloon Championships

1995 1st  America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1996 2nd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1997 3rd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race 

(Category I Event)

1998

4th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1999  
43rd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

2000 5th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2001  

6th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2002 

7th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

 (Category 1 Event)

 
2003
8th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

	Official mailing address
	Postal:Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

4401 Alameda Blvd NE, ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87113, USA

Phone:        505 821 1000

Fax:             505 828 2887

Email:          naa@naa-usa.org

	Official website
	  

	Event President / General Manager

Name, Phone & Email address

(add CV)
	

	PR Officer

Name, Phone & Email address
	 Fishbone Marketing

	Media Officer

Name, Phone & Email address
	 Kathie LEYENDECKER/ Kim VESELEY

	Opening Ceremony
	Location, date & time, protocol

  Media Welcome Party, Hilton Albuquerque

September 30, 2005, 1700 – 1900 hrs



	Closing Ceremony / Prize-giving
	Location, date & time, protocol

 Awards Banquet, Hilton Albuquerque,

October 8, 2005, 1800 – 2100 hrs



	Event Prizes offered
	


	LOCATION DETAILS
	

	Country admission conditions
	 

	Preferred place of entry
	 

	Closest major cities 

directions & distances
	 

	Local language 
	 English

	Location description & characteristics
	Location:


Balloon Fiesta Park




                                 Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

Lat/Long



North  35  11.933'
West   106  35.715'

· Balloon Fiesta Park is 365 total acres and the actual launch site is

·  75 acres.  During the Balloon Fiesta we have 24 hour security.  

· Balloon Fiesta has a built in grounding system for hydrogen balloons.  During fueling and launch we have the Albuquerque Fire Department on site

· .  When there are activities on site we have paramedics and Drs. and 

· nurses from Lovelace Hospital.

· The Balloon Fiesta Park is located just west of Interstate 25 in the 

· north section of Albuquerque, New Mexico and is a dedicated launch 

· site for the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  This site has 

· been opened since 1997.

· The launch site is an oasis in the dessert.  All launch sites are grassed.

·   The Park has an infrastructure of roads, utilities, signage and launch 

· facilities to host over 700 hot air balloon every October for nine days.

The Balloon Fiesta Park is within the city limits of Albuquerque Metropolitan area.  More than 500,000 people live within a twenty-mile radius of this facility.  Albuquerque offers:



A major international airport (Albuquerque Sunport)



Air cargo facilities



15,000 hotel rooms



Two major interstate highways, I-40 and I-25



Four major television networks



	Airspace structure & limitations
	The United States Airspace is open from the ground up to 18,000 feet MSL. 

 As in past Albuquerque gas races, we work closely with the United States

 Federal Avaiation Administration (FAA) personnel to provide as much 

airspace as possible for the competitors.  We work with the FAA to 

obtain, well in advance, the following:



NOTAMs



US-Wide Transponder Code Assignment for every balloon 

(Proposed)



FAR Waivers (if required)



Air Traffic Control Coordination



Albuquerque Departure Control Coordination

We work closely with Canadian airspace authorities to allow easy entry. 

 We have had a few balloons fly into Canada but since 1993 probably no

 more than a dozen. 



	Driving particularities
	

	Road network and infrastructure
	

	Meteorological characteristics
	The launching of gas balloons in Albuquerque is usually superb in October. 

 The launch weather is usually very calm after sunset with clear nights little cloud

 cover.

Their first evening’s flight path usually takes the gas balloons either southeast

 through the pass in Albuquerque or north northeast through one of the passes

 between Albuquerque and Santa Fe.  Usually by early morning the balloons are

 in the flat plains of eastern New Mexico.  

Typical trajectories then allow the balloons distance flying over the Great 

Plains of the United States towards the East Coast of the United States and 

possible into Canada.  However during that time of year the balloons may 

have to fly around thunderstorms that tend to pop up in the western part of

 the Great Plains (west Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas).

In 2000 we had a significant weather delay till Tuesday evening.  That is only

 the 2nd time we have had significant delays since 1993.

Long distance and long duration flights are the norm flying from 

Albuquerque in gas balloons.  In the last 5 years among the top 3 winners the

 average distance has been 1844 km.  In 2000 our 1st place winner’s flight was over

 3200 km and with a duration of 64 hours.  The 2nd place flight was nearly 

2800 km and a duration of 63 hrs. and 3rd place was 1990 km and a duration of

 52 hours. 

Prevailing winds from Albuquerque usually take gas balloons north and east. 

 Since there are no geo-political boundaries limitations it is the norm rather

 than the exception to fly the long distances.  



	Venue description & characteristics
	The Gordon Bennett administrative headquarters prior to the Event will be at

 the Balloon Fiesta Office.  The office is open through out the year and will 

handle all administrative details such as team entries, accounting, etc.  

The administrative headquarters is located at:




4401 Alameda Blvd. NE




Albuquerque, NM  87113




505 821 1000 (voice)




505 828 2887 (fax)

Pilot registration is located at Balloon Fiesta Park at the southeast corner, in a

 very large tent called the Landing.  

Our Command Center is a dedicated facility used for operations and command

 functions during gas balloon races at the Balloon Fiesta.  The Command 

Center is a converted trailer and is well furnished inside with a 

meteorological room, communications and tracking.  The Command Center

 has heating and air conditioning.  The Command Center will track all

 balloons and is manned 24 hours a day from prior to the launch and till all

 balloons have landed.  In the past 5 years we have had Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) Flight Services for pilots to contact to get additional

 weather information and NOTAMs during flight. 

The Command Center is located in the Officials Compound and is

 directly behind corporate village at the south end of the field.  




Remarks : Helium and Hydrogen can be used
	EVENT PERSONNEL
	

	Competition director

(add CV)
	Patricia BRAKE, pjb@balloonfiesta.com

	Competition deputy director

(add CV)
	Ray BAIR

	Safety officer

(add CV)
	Gary BENNETT, 

	Assistant Safety Officers
	Matt GUTHRIE, Phred McALLASTER

	Stewards

(add CV)
	

	Jury members 


	1.Jean-Claude WEBER, LUX, President
 

2. Sid CUTTER, USA


3 .Martine BESNAINOU, FRA



	Chief scorer

(add CV)
	TBA

	Chief de-briefer

(add CV)
	

	Technical support officer 
	

	Travel & accommodation arrangements for officials
	Jury members selected by the CIA to participate in the 2005

 Coupe de Aeronautique Gordon Bennett will receive the 

following provisions:

· Roundtrip airline tickets to Albuquerque.

· Individual hotel rooms (September 29 departing

·  October 9 (Direct bill to AIBF).

· Courtesy Vehicles (1 vehicle pooled with entire jury).

· Event Jacket with name and title.

· Gordon Bennett Banquet tickets.

· Pilot pack which includes $100 (USD) worth

·  of “Fiesta Bucks”, pin, and patch.

· Official Parking Pass

· Tickets to all parties including, special shapes,

·  international and hot air awards banquet.

· Passes to Sponsor/VIP

	Insurance provided
	

	FAI hold-harmless clause included
	

	PARTICIPATION DETAILS
	

	Special travel arrangements and assistance
	

	Equipment rental services
	

	Additional crew available
	

	Rent-A-Car assistance
	

	Accommodation assistance and assistance
	


	COMPETITION DETAILS
	

	Maximum number of entrants
	According to Article 5 of the Gordon Bennett Model Event Rules:  “Only NAC members of the FAI shall be able to participate in the race for the Challenge Cup. They may not enter more than three balloons each.”

	Number of eligible NACs
	

	Equal number of competitors / NAC
	

	Start of invitation process
	date: 

	1st round entry closing date
	

	2nd round entry closing date
	

	Additional invitations procedure
	

	Eligibility conditions
	

	Registration methods and details
	(mail, Fax, Email, online)



	Entry fee
	The entry fee for the Gordon Bennett will be $900 USD. 

 The entry fee will include:

· 14 hotel room nights per team or in lieu of the rooms, 

· teams may receive two (2) prepaid credit card worth

·  $500 (USD) each.  

· Each pilot will receive a Gordon Bennett jacket made by

·  Columbia with event embroidery on back. 

· Pilot pack includes $100 (USD) worth of “Fiesta Bucks”,

·  pin, and patch.  

· Each team will receive five tickets to the Media/Welcome 

· Party. 

· Each team will receive five tickets to the Black Tie Awards 

· Banquet.  
· Each team will receive five VIP hospitality pass good for 

· the entire event.



	Entry fee method of payment and details
	(money order, cheque, credit card, cash, etc)



	Insurance requirements
	Third party   Pilots entering the Gordon Bennett race must provide 

proof that their balloons are insured during the Event for at least

 $1,000,000 (USD) for third party liability.  Insurance cannot be

 bought from the organizer nor the Host.

	Official language
	 English

	Protest fee
	 

	Equipment limitations
	 

	Special safety requirements
	 

	General Briefing place, date & time
	 Place TBA, September 30, 2005, 1700 – 1900 hrs

	Last competition flight, date & time
	 

	Competition map details
	


