Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting  -  10-11 March 2006
Appendix 12

Competitors Subcommittee (CSC)
Committee report

9 March 2005

Dmitrov, Russia

1) Roll call:
Present were Chairman, Alan Blount, and committee member, Olivier Roux Devillas.  Sean Kavanagh, Nick Donner, and Sasha Heim were absent. 

Observing were, David Levin, David Bareford, Eric Decellieres, David Levin, Mark Sullivan, Abdul Aziz, Uwe Schneider and Cees Van Helden, Rudy Paenen and others.

1. Event Questionnaires and Evaluations. Discussion/Proposals
Mathijs DeBruin agreed to continue to compile and post questionnaires and evaluations on the Internet and to work out the details of moving the information from his site to the CIA website.   

No action was necessary. 

No motion necessary.

2. Discussion about the best use of loggers in competition including, but not limited to, scoring issues relating to “high drops” and “assessed results”.

Members of the CSC attended a combined meeting with members of the Rules Subcommittee, gave input into the discussion and are satisfied with the actions taken as a result by the Rules Subcommittee.

The committee took no action since this issue was taken up by the Rules Subcommittee with input from the CSC. 

No motion necessary.
3. Discussion about use of observers - should they be eliminated from all competitions? Should there be a place for them in World Championships, other events?

There was evidence stated that use of observers is still in favor in Britain, Australia, the USA and Canada to various degrees. It was also pointed out that there were many, particularly in Europe, who believe that events or tasks that did not use observers were acceptable, or even preferable. It was determined that the issue should remain under review.

No action was necessary. Continue to review. 

No motion necessary.

4. Methods to encourage competitor expense stipends or cost savings from organizers (including working with event organizers to help them keep promises). Revisit 2005 motion recommendation to Plenary with goal of finding practical solutions.
It was recognized that the motion proposed and accepted by the Plenary in 2005 was, in the opinion of some, flawed, and that the best chance to encourage organizers to provide stipends or subsidies and to keep promises relating to the nature of services or goods offered to pilots would be to have direct participation with EPAS. 

The following motion is proposed:  
There shall be a member of the CSC who is also a member of EPAS and is nominated by the CSC.

5. Brief review of pilot conduct issues.

The issue of unsporting pilot behavior towards officials was discussed at length. It was the decided that the existing rules governing unsporting behavior in the Sporting Code General Section, 5.2.2.3 and 5.3 that provides for revocation of a competitor’s sporting license was adequate remedy.

No action was necessary. 

No motion necessary.

6. Discussion about high rates of ascent or descent (from the competitor's standpoint). 
Members of the CSC attended a combined meeting with members of the Rules Subcommittee, gave input into the discussion and are satisfied, at this time, with the actions taken as a result by the Rules Subcommittee. This item will remain under review.

The committee took no action since this issue was taken up by the Rules Subcommittee.  Continue to review.

No motion necessary.
7. How to collect email addresses of pilots throughout the world for communications with the CSC
There will be an effort made to increase awareness of the competitor’s email list (at cia-csc-l@fai.org) that is administered by the CIA. As more competitors join the list there will be a natural gathering of email addresses at the same time as there being an effective tool for interactive communication. Additionally, as described below, there is a plan for the committee to develop a questionnaire to be disseminated to competitors via various means. Email addresses will be collected from returned questionnaires. Delegates are also encouraged to provide email lists of their country’s competitors by other reasonable means, including from cooperation of their aero club.

No motion required.
8.   Other business: 

a. Discussion of a questionnaire to be widely disseminated with the intent of gleaning competitor attitudes toward safety issues (including rates of ascent or descent in competition), current trends relating to increased use of technology in tasks and overall satisfaction levels relating to “high tech competition” vs traditional competition (including use of observers).  It was decided that such a questionnaire be developed by the committee and disseminated in any ways possible in order to reach all levels of competitors.

No motion required.

b. It was decided to explore the possibility of creating an internet web location that would contain a database of pilot biographical information for general use by organizers of events. This would remove the burden pilots repetitively completing similar forms for entry into multiple events. It would provide a single standardized form. 

No motion required.

The committee did not discuss further the nature of a pilot representative at CAT 1 events as described in the CSC 2005 minutes. Continue to review.

There was no further business proposed at the meeting. 

9.  2005 / 2006 CSC and WG members, CSC chairman:
The subcommittee shall consist of Alan Blount, chairman, Nick Donner, David Bareford, Uwe Scheider, Olivier Roux Devillas and Angel Aguirre as committee members. 

Meeting adjourned at 1300, 9 March 2006
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