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Observer Sub Committee Report  - Lausanne – March 2005

1/ The future of the observers in National and international competitions.

a/ Insurance ; After the insurance problems encounters by the accidents with observers, (David Ross, Nancy Van Huffel) 

we propose the following motion :

Organisers or Pilots must provide insurance for Officials (third party) for the duration of the event, driving (in and out the car) and ballooning (in and out the balloon) and give the official proof of insurance before the general meeting.

b/ Future :

The countries represented say that they have a lot of problems to find or keep observers for their Nationals.

The tendancy of the future of the observer is that they are getting less useful, so, less motivated.


2/ The use of observers plus GPS loggers 

Better for the competition i.e : using the loggers, they have easily identified a collision.

But it appears a lost of motivation of the observers because of the loggers. When the result brought back by an observer is different from that what is in the loggers, the logger results are taken. i.e : a balloon in a PZ, not identified as IN the PZ by the observer, but by the logger.

3/ the new jobs arriving with the new format : the Target Team (TT) :

The new job includes : 

· measuring team 

· target setting, 

· observing, 

· could also work with the chief loggers

Team of 3 people which could include 1 experienced in TT, 1 ex observer or debriefer or measuring team and 1 local.

TT arrive few days before the event. They visit and number all the valid goals. Then this list is downloaded in the loggers.


4/ The Obs SC could make a memo of what is a TT and what is its job  (first one have been used for the pre-Europeans in Debrecen and will be there again for the Europeans this year)

The Obs SC will prepare a «light » Operation TT Handbook.

Vladimir proposed to work on this.


5/ We have created a discussion list for who is interested in 

We have hundred people already on the list, but all the experienced people have had no time this year to explain the new job and answer questions.

After the Europeans championship, we will have many more people experienced and will ask them to work with that mailing list.

6/ Target Team job will be done by observers, debriefers and measuring team, we proposed to change the name of this Sub Committee

Motion : change the Observer Sub Committee in Officials Sub Committee 

Recommendation for Observers SC 


Martine Besnainou (FRA) Chairman


Rutger Coucke (NED)


Marcus Blaha (GER)


Vladimir Karnaukov (Ukraine)


Alexander Gruber (Austria)


Salvatore Haim (Brazil)

