CASE AX-12-2
AX MER

Chapter 12
Goal, Marker

Event: European Championships 1998, Appealed to the FAI

12.5 Competition Limitations, (Goal validity)

Event Rule reference.

12.5
COMPETITION LIMITATIONS


The director shall specify with reference to the map legend, the type of roads that may be used for the purpose of goals selected by competitors.

AX-12-2
Complaint Letter
Regarding: Validity of goals

In the Pilot Information #2 (20.6.98) you specified under the title “Maps” with reference to the map legend the types of roads that may be used for the purpose of goals selected by the competitor (Wording: Rule 12.5, Competition Limitations)

In task #9, some pilots have chosen goals with “Approach roads” as at 2850 / 5070. Others selected roads: “Public Road, Width 5-7m”.

To my understanding these goals are invalid and do not comply with the rules.

I request a reassessment of the validity of all Pilot Declared goals during the event, especially Task #9.

Competitor

AX-12-2
Response to Complaint
I have investigated your complaint and believe that your interpretation is not totally correct for the following reasons.

In Publication No2 I tried to specify the types of roads which I had verbally described in the General Briefing.

There I mentioned that I did not want certain roads used for goal selection and therefore defined some roads as being of motorway status. Other roads also shown on the map are of National status and these are identified by road numbers.

The legend shows 2 different types of information per line, i.e. size/road number or milestone/alley, dead-end etc.

In accordance with what I said in the General Briefing I did not want to use National roads identified with numbers, as these are too busy for competition purposes, but this did not exclude roads of the same size which are not national roads. For similar reasons I verbally stated that roads with a Single solid line would also be accepted.

This type of apparent contradiction of my verbal comments with regards to the actual map identification may have confused some competitors. I do not intend to use this technical point to disadvantage competitors who may choose goals on this type of road and therefore that any unnumbered red road, or single solid line black road will be valid for competition purposes.

Competition Director
AX-12-2
Protest Letter
I am dissatisfied with the Directors decision in this case. I was asking the Director for assistance in that matter. My question, if the goal at 2850 /5070 is a valid goal, the Event Director checked the map and answered, that an approach road was an invalid road and told me, that he will look into this case.

At the General Briefing there was some confusion about the roads. The Director announced, that he will clarify this later.

In Pilot Information number 2 we got a copy of a legend with the lines 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 clearly defined as valid roads. This definition is according to the rule 12.5, Competition Limitations. The verbal “definition” at the General Briefing was not specified with reference to the map legend.

According to the reply of the Event Director I can not find any road of National status on the map legend, nor a “single solid line black road”.

I therefore protest the decision.

Competitor
AX-12-2
Jury Decision

The explanation of valid and unvalid roads as per Rule 12.4 (safety limitations, designated roads) was started at the general briefing. Including this, competitors were given 5 explanations during the week. This caused considerable confusion for competitors as well for officials. This was especially the case concerning the single line roads.

The jury advises competition directors for the future, to clarify the valid and unvalid roads very clearly at the general briefing.

In view of the above-mentioned confusion, the protest is rejected, but the protest fee will be returned.

Signed:
Jury President


Juror


Juror

AX-12-2
Appeal to the FAI

This case was handled together with case AX-11-2 by the FAI Appeals Tribunal

