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AX-9-2
Complaint letter

I am dissatisfied with the 900 points penalty in relation to my 9 minutes delayed launch in task A (Rule 9.7.3).

In fact, I asked Launcher A several times before the end of the launch period at time 20.45 and at precisely this time I found that it was practically impossible to spread out the balloon to make a cold inflation and that it was necessary to get an extension of the launch period.

The launcher actually saw and noted on his launcher report that my envelope was trapped between balloons number 2 and number 3 and that my delayed launch was totally involuntary and that he transmitted this to the launcher who had the responsibility to grant an extension and assess the time needed.

I believed that I had received his permission for an extension of time that enabled me to make a safe launch.

Therefore I ask that my 900 point penalty is withdrawn and that this complaint is published together with the answer.


Competitor

AX-9-2
Response to Complaint

After reading your complaint and consulting with the launchmaster involved, I have decided not to remove your penalty under rule 9.7.3.

It is not the launchmaster's responsibility to grant time extensions unless clearly and expressly asked to do so, which you failed to do.

You effectively decided to take an extension for granted without having been given one.

I have published your complaint and my reply as per your request.

I regret to reject your complaint, 

Regards, Event Director

AX-9-2
Protest Letter

Dissatisfied with the Director's reply to my complaint regarding a penalty in Task A.

I hereby make a formal Protest.

I ask to make a verbal presentation of the case to the Jury. I would be assisted by competitor number 4.


Competitor

AX-9-2
TASK BRIEFING DATA

FLIGHT DATA
Sunset:
21.30

Launch period:
From 20.10 confirmed by flags until 20.45

Scoring period:
Until 21.20

AX-9-2
PILOT'S DEBRIEFING REPORTS (extracts)

PILOT NUMBER 1 (Protesting Pilot)

Take off:
20.52

Inflation impossible before. Blocked by pilot number 2 and pilot number 3. Verified by official.

Landing:
21.20

PILOT NUMBER 2

PILOT NUMBER 3

Take off:
20.40
Take off:
20.45

Landing
21.15
Landing:
21.20

AX-9-2
LAUNCHMASTER ASSIGNMENTS

(Of course, some flexibility in these areas must be allowed for)
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AX-9-2
Jury Decision

The Jury accept that the Pilot did not have sufficient space to lay and inflate the balloon within the launch period, as confirmed by the launchmaster.

They also accept that he did not specifically request an extension of the launch period in order to carry out a safe inflation and take-off after Pilots 2 and 3 had departed. This was confirmed by the Pilot and the launchmaster.

The duty of the Jury is to "APPLY CORRECTLY THE RELEVANT FAI REGULATIONS AND THE RULES FOR THE EVENT" (5.10, GS 5.5.2). In this case Rule 9.7.3 is very clear, and even if an extension of the launch period had been specifically requested, it could not technically have been granted as the balloon was not "COMPLETELY READY TO TAKE OFF".

The unanimous decision of the Jury is, therefore, that the 900 points fixed penalty should remain, but that the Protest Deposit should be returned, as they feel that Rule 9.7.3 needs revision to permit extension of the launch period in such circumstances.

The Jury feel that, given the size of the launch field and the weather conditions prevailing, a longer launch period would have enabled all pilots to have made a safe take-off.

Signed by:
Jury President


Jury members
UMR 9.7.1
LAUNCH PERIOD

No take-off may be made before the launch period, penalty is disqualification in the task. Any take-off made after the launch period, except under rule 9.7.3, will be subject to a penalty of 100 task points per minute or part minute late. The yellow flag will be raised 5 or more minutes before the end of the launch period.

UMR 9.7.3
EXTENSION OF TIME

A competitor may request an extension of time from the launchmaster. The launchmaster may grant an extension if he is satisfied that the competitor, although completely ready to take off within the launch period, was delayed by the action of officials or other competitors or by other causes outside his control (equipment malfunction excluded).
Rules may have changed since the actual case. Rule references may not be valid anymore. Complete actual case information not included


